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Dr. Wlezien was born in Chicago IL. He earned his BS, MS, and Ph.D. in Mechanical and Aerospace Engineering, from the Illinois Institute of Technology in 1974, 1976, and 1981, respectively, where he specialized in studies of turbulent flows.  He worked for the McDonnell Douglas Research Laboratories from 1981 to 1990 where he was responsible for noise research, working noise problems for acoustic issues for aircraft including the F-15 Eagle, F-18 Hornet, AV-8B Harrier, and MD-80, special projects including the F-15 STOL and Maneuvering Technology Demonstrator and the Ultra-High Bypass Engine Demonstrator. Between 1990 and 1992, he was Associate Professor of Mechanical and Aerospace Engineering at the Illinois Institute of Technology in Chicago.  In 1992, he moved to High Technology Corporation where he worked as a senior scientist in aeronautics research.  He joined the staff at NASA-Langley in 1994 and has held a series of technical and management positions (progressing from Project Scientist to Branch Chief).  He served as Program Manager at the Defense Advanced Research Projects Agency from 1999 to 2002, where he supervised the development of the first supersonic aircraft to fly with a quieted sonic boom.  He is currently assigned to NASA Headquarters in Washington, DC where he manages the Vehicle Systems Program.  This program spans four NASA research centers and includes all NASA research related to air vehicles. 

