SELENA BIRK

Airport Manager 

Van Nuys Airport
Professional Background and Experience

Birk was appointed manager at Van Nuys Airport (VNY), the world’s busiest general aviation airport, effective February 22, 2000. She is the first female appointed airport manager of a City of Los Angeles owned and operated airport. As manager, she is responsible for the administrative, operational and security functions of the 730-acre facility. Birk also manages these functions for Palmdale Regional Airport and oversees an 88-member staff, counting both locations.  

Previously, Birk was the Airfield Permits Bureau Chief for Los Angeles International Airport (LAX). As head of a 54-member staff, she coordinated the efforts of nearly 700 aviation business and government agencies and managed airfield issues concerning security access control, employment background investigations and auditing. She also participated in the implementation of a state-of-the-art security identification badging system. Additional responsibilities included licensing agreements for all airport-related organizations such as airline catering and fuel delivery services, air carrier operating permits and motor vehicle permits.

Under Birk’s leadership, she developed standardized employment background verification procedures for 42,000 airport-wide employees who are issued airport badges as a condition of their work at LAX. This program has been recognized by the Federal Aviation Administration and recommended to other U.S. airports.

Birk began her career with Los Angeles World Airports (LAWA) in 1989 as a management assistant in the Airfield Clearance Unit. Before her appointment to head the Airfield Permits Bureau, she served in progressively responsible LAWA positions in areas such as administration, risk management, budgeting and contract management.

Education

BA in behavioral science from California Polytechnic-Pomona

Currently working on an MBA in aviation at Embry-Riddle Aeronautical University.

Special Interests, Hobbies or Accomplishments

In her spare time, Birk enjoys photography, travel, hiking and camping.

Personal

Birk is a fourth-generation native Californian originally from Glendale. She resides in the San Fernando Valley with her husband, Robert Birk, who is manager of the City’s Donald C. Tillman and Los Angeles-Glendale Water Reclamation Plants.
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